
THIRD
PERSON 

(SEEN FROM LEFT TO RIGHT IN THE RECENT NEW
YORK CITY PREMIERE, KARL KENZLER (ROBERT),

MARJAN NESHAT (DIANE) AND FELIPE SALINAS
(OCTAVIO.)

Directed by Elena Araoz, produced by Leah
Michalos/The Directors Studio, with a
rotating cast of Karl Kenzler, April Matthis,
Marjan Neshat, Felipe Salinas, Sam Breslin
Wright. There were previews of THIRD
PERSON at City Heights Performance Annex
in San Diego, California and Lewis-Clark
State College in Lewiston, Idaho.  

PREMIERED SEPTEMBER 20, 2025
 AT CULTUREHUB IN NEW YORK CITY

A NEW PLAY BY CATHERINE FILLOUX

“It's very rare that…an
epistolary play, has moved
me to tears...a heartbreaking
story about love, tolerance,
and the price we all pay
when we push our collective
empathy to the side. The
mastery with which Filloux
has structured these letters,
emails and voice memos
disarmed the audience and
cracked us open…There was a
deep level of care and love
put into crafting this piece,
and it comes through in each
and every word.” 

PLAY REVIEW BY
NIRANJANI REDDI: 

(BETWEEN KENZLER AND SALINAS IS APRIL
MATTHIS (DIANE) IN NEW YORK CITY

PREMIERE.) 
Playwright Catherine Filloux has conceived this new play
to be produceable in established venues as well as venues
reaching the underserved. THIRD PERSON is an
imagined artistic story designed for our times, with
surprising theatrical innovation, for all audiences over 12
years old. Through the form of reading letters, emails, and
dictating messages the actors perform from varied devices
as a dramaturgical necessity creating a low budget
production with green resources focusing on the artists’
and the venues’ basic needs. The minimal rehearsal and
prep required are built into the structure of the play. 

The story itself only needs bodies and text, which in an
era of heightened spectacle commercial work that is
financially unfeasible to create and see, Filloux provides a
new way to interact with theater. Known for her deep
commitment to human rights storytelling, Filloux’s play
centers on Octavio, a passionate high school student, his
mother Diane, an English teacher and poet, and Robert, a
CEO of a defense company, who is a parent at Octavio’s
school. What begins as a personal inquiry becomes a
profound reckoning with silence and accountability.
Catherine Filloux is an award-winning French Algerian
American playwright/librettist who has been writing about
human rights for decades, you can learn more about her
work at www.catherinefilloux.com 

You can find more
information and read the
review at
www.theatrebeyondbroadway
.com/reviews/third-person

http://www.catherinefilloux.com/
https://www.theatrebeyondbroadway.com/reviews/third-person
https://www.theatrebeyondbroadway.com/reviews/third-person

